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A Comparative Study of the Differentiated Model of
Giftedness and Talent (Gagné) and Islamic Teachings:
Innate Nature and Actuality

Identifying the talent development process
represents a major challenge in contemporary
educational science. Francois Gagné proposed
the Differentiated Model of Giftedness and
Talent (DMGT). This model explains how potential abilities
become actual competencies. It relies on a multidimensional
view of interactions among natural abilities, environmental
factors, intrapersonal characteristics, learning opportunities,
and chance. Conversely, Islamic teachings address the growth
of human capabilities comprehensively. These teachings focus
on divine innate nature (Fitra), free will, education, and human
responsibility. Grounded in the Holy Quran, the traditions of the
Ahl al Bayt, and Shiite interpretations, this perspective views
talent as a divine endowment rather than a mere biological
capacity. This endowment achieves actuality along the path
of spiritual and worldly perfection. This article compares the
main components of Gagné’s model with Quranic foundations
and Islamic traditions. The goal is to extract an integrated,
indigenous model for talent development within an Islamic
framework. This research connects contemporary scientific
findings with religious wisdom. It designs an efficient model
suited for Islamic and Iranian culture in the education sector.
The researchers employed a descriptive and analytical method
based on a documentary review of Shiite and psychological
sources. The results reveal significant alignments between
Gagné’s theory and Islamic teachings. For example, Gagné’s
natural abilities correspond with divine innate nature. The
growth process matches Islamic education. Intrapersonal
factors align with intention and spiritual striving (Mujahadah).
Environmental factors correlate with family and society. Finally,
chance aligns with divine providence (Qada and Qadar). The
article introduces an integrated theoretical framework based on
both sources. Educational planners can use this native model to
design talent development programs in Islamic environments.
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