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The Customary Identity: A Jurisprudential-Educational
Genealogy of the Child’s Right to Selfhood in the Qur’an
and Hadith

Identity is a stable, distinguishing trait of a person
and one of the fundamental human rights. Its
weakening often begins in childhood. Islam, a
pioneering school in law and education, affirmed
the child’s right to a positive, dignity-based identity long
before contemporary legal systems did. The central question of
this study is which rights for shaping the child’s identity the
Qur’anic and hadith teachings establish from a jurisprudential-
educational perspective, and how parents, as the primary
addressees of these teachings, can realize this right. Using a
descriptive-analytical method, the study examines Qur’anic
verses and authentic narrations. The findings show that Islam
addresses parents through five key rights that strengthen the
child’s positive identity: (1) acknowledging lineage and taking
responsible guardianship, (2) giving a good name (tasmiyah),
(3) acquiring knowledge and receiving education, (4) preserving
human dignity and honoring the child’s personality, and (5)
observing justice among children. These rights are derived
directly from verses (such as those on preserving lineage,
prohibiting offensive nicknames, and commanding justice)
and from numerous narrations of the Prophet (PBUH) and the
Imams (AS). Their ultimate purpose is to safeguard the dignity
and identity of the child as a being worthy of perfection. The
results indicate that the Iranian educational system has taken
initial steps to preserve children’s Islamic identity but needs to
give these rich teachings more attention if it is to build a stronger
educational structure for the society’s future. The study stresses
the need to revise educational and upbringing programs in light
of authentic Islamic sources.
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