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An Upbringing-Oriented Analysis of the Balance between
Divine Obligations and Human Emotions in the Conduct
of the Prophets toward Their Errant Close Relatives

The balance between “divine duty” and “human
emotion” is one of the most fundamental challenges
in religious upbringing. It appears concretely and
practically in the conduct (sirah) of the divine
prophets. The prophets had human emotions and deep family
bonds, yet they were commanded to carry out God’s orders
fully and to guide people. This creates a subtle conflict between
feeling and duty, especially when the people in question are
errant close relatives. Using an analytical-descriptive approach
and drawing on Qur’anic verses and authentic narrations, this
study examines how this balance was kept in the conduct of
Noah, Abraham, Lot, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, and the Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH). The findings show that in the prophets’
upbringing logic, divine duty is always the final criterion for
decisions. This priority comes with the preservation of human
dignity, compassion, guiding dialogue, and the control of
emotions within the framework of faith. The prophets did not
give in to emotional impulse or tolerate falsehood, and they did
not turn to a rigid, emotionless dutifulness either. They offered
a model of “balanced upbringing” based on faith-informed
rationality, guiding love, and ethical commitment. The results
can serve as a valuable theoretical basis for moral upbringing
in the family, in the educational system, and in contemporary
religious management.
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