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A Conceptual Model of the Purpose of Human Creation
in the Qur’an, Based on a Data-Grounded Analysis of Key
Concepts

This study aims to explain and represent a
conceptual model of the purpose of human creation
in the Qur’an. Muslim exegetes and philosophers
have widely stressed that creation has a purpose,
yet no comprehensive model has been offered that shows the
relationships among the key Qur’anic concepts in one coherent
structure. This study seeks to fill that gap. It uses a data-grounded
analysis approach in the form of conceptual modeling. Verses
related to the central concepts of worship (‘ibadah), knowledge
(‘ilm), trial (ibtila’), recompense (jaza'), encounter with God
(liga"), and vicegerency (khilafah) were extracted. Based on
intratextual and comparative analysis, conceptual propositions
were organized. The semantic network of the purpose of human
creation was then drawn by analyzing the pairwise relationships
among the concepts. The findings show that the Qur’an sees
human creation as having an end beyond natural survival, and it
places the path toward that end within divine mercy, centered on
conscious servitude. Worship is the starting point of the human
movement toward knowledge and understanding. It becomes
actual through trial and recompense and finally leads to the
encounter with God (liga’ Allah) and the realization of divine
vicegerency. The model shows that divine mercy is one of the
purposes and also the encompassing setting and final end of the
system of creation, and the other concepts take their meaning in
relation to it. The study concludes that, in the Qur’an, the purpose
of human creation is to raise a merciful, informed vicegerent
who reaches final perfection through the link between worship,
knowledge, and nearness to God.
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