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A Differentiated, Process-Based Model of Upbringing-
Oriented Guidance in the Qur’an and Hadith: A
Rereading of the Jurisprudential Rule of Guiding the
Uninformed (Irshad al-Jahil)

The jurisprudential rule of irshad al-jahil (guiding
the uninformed) is a fundamental rule of Islamic
jurisprudence. It establishes the responsibility to
inform those who lack knowledge of rulings, their
subject matters, and correct beliefs. Despite its importance, a
review of the literature shows that most studies have treated
the rule at the level of the taklifl ruling and the scope of the
obligation. Few have addressed its educational, process-related,
and addressee-centered dimensions. To fill this gap, the present
study designs and explains a “differentiated, process-based
model of upbringing-oriented guidance” grounded in the rule
of irshad al-jahil in the Qur’an and Hadith. Using a descriptive-
analytical approach and library research, the study analyzes
Qur’anic, narrational, and rational evidence along with the
views of jurists. After a precise conceptual analysis of irshad
and jahil, it distinguishes two types of ignorance: inculpable
(qasir) and culpable (mugqassir). The findings show that guiding
the uninformed unfolds in stages instead of happening as a
single immediate act. The stages are preparing the ground and
gaining trust, persuading and deepening understanding, and
consolidating and reminding. How the process works depends
on the type of ignorance the addressee has. The study offers a
coherent model that preserves the jurisprudential foundations
of the rule and turns it into a practical upbringing framework
within the Islamic system of education and upbringing.
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