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Accusation against Benjamin.

Rereading Joseph’s (PBUH) Educational Approach to His
Brothers and the Detention of Benjamin: A Correlative
Reading of Verses 15 and 89 of Surah Yusuf

In Surah Yusuf, after the episode of the well,
Joseph (PBUH) does not return to Canaan, and
later he does not introduce himself to his brothers.
Instead, he personally arranges three striking
events: placing the brothers’ goods back in their packs, setting
up the accusation of theft, and finally detaining Benjamin.
This study examines what Joseph aimed to achieve through
this kind of encounter. Using a descriptive-analytical method,
it examines two turning points of the narrative, verses 15 and
89, to explain the wisdom behind his conduct. Reading the two
verses together, the findings show that verse 15 (“You will surely
inform them of this affair of theirs while they do not perceive”)
is an educational mission, not merely a reassuring promise. To
carry out this mission, Joseph refrained from returning home or
revealing himself. Once the conditions for it were in place in
verse 58, he arranged the detention of Benjamin. His aim was
for his brothers to grasp fully, through a gradual and practical
process, the wrongfulness of a sin they had treated lightly
(12:9). His method becomes clear when you look at how the
Qur’an tells the Benjamin story. The narrative uses patterns
that recall Joseph’s own separation from his family, and in
this way it indicates that he completed his educational mission
by “reconstructing the situation of the brothers’ sin” in the
Benjamin episode. This coherent reading of the whole narrative
also clarifies the educational and monotheistic role of Jacob
and the eldest brother, the accusation of theft against Benjamin,
the “need in Jacob’s soul” (hajat nafs), and the meaning of the
knowledge of the interpretation of narratives (tawil al-ahadith).
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