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Obstacles to Cultivating the Responsible Human
Being in Qur'anic Narrative

Through its diverse narratives, the Holy Qur’an
identifies a range of obstacles that impede human
Abstract  moral development and outlines ways of overcoming

them. The teaching of responsibility is one of the
ethical teachings extensively reflected in Qur’anic stories, playing an
influential role in strengthening and stabilizing both individual and
social relationships. The Qur’an presents individuals whose destinies
were shaped by responsibility — or its absence — within their life
processes, vividly embodying both the obstacles they faced and the
strategies for confronting them. Given the educational function
of narrative and the significance of responsibility for the practical
transformation of members of society, it is essential to identify the
challenges and obstacles to responsibility presented in these stories.
This study aims to examine and interpret the obstacles and challenges to
responsibility depicted in Qur’anic narratives, and to draw out lessons
and teachings capable of strengthening responsibility in contemporary
societies. To this end, the study organizes and examines the human
and ethical themes embedded in these narratives in order to identify
insights that can improve social conduct and responsibility. Employing
qualitative textual analysis and a comparative approach, the study
examines Qur’anic narratives with particular reference to classical and
contemporary exegeses, works on social ethics and Qur’anic studies,
and the thought of Muslim social theorists.
The findings show that the Qur’anic stories present a range
of challenges that impede the practice of this noble religious
teaching and offer solutions for them: a failure to recognize one’s
responsibilities, negligence, disbelief and irreligion, self-deprecation,
self-centeredness in place of consideration for others, prejudice,
fatalism, the rationalization of irresponsibility, dependence on others,
and attachment to material things such as wealth and power. The
examination of the challenges to responsibility in Qur’anic narratives,
considered from an educational standpoint, is regarded as one of the
innovations of this study.
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