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The Function of Visual-Spatial Intelligence in Moral
Education from the Perspective of the Holy Qur’an: An
Approach Based on Gardner’s Theory

Moral cultivation is one of the foundational goals
of religious educational systems. Drawing on
Abstract  ecent psychological theories — particularly in the
domain of multiple intelligences — can enhance
the effectiveness of methods of moral education. Among these,
visual-spatial intelligence, as a capacity for understanding and
analyzing visual information, holds considerable potential for
facilitating the teaching of moral concepts. Notably, the Holy
Qur’an, in its modes of expression, pays particular attention to
the spatial-intelligence capacities of its audience.
This study aims to explain the effectiveness of Qur’an-based
moral education grounded in visual-spatial intelligence and to
offer a comparative analysis of it against Howard Gardner’s
theory of multiple intelligences, specifically the indices of
spatial intelligence; the result of this comparison is the design
of a five-dimensional model comprising innate disposition
(fitrah), sensation, imagination, realism, and dynamism. Using
a descriptive-analytical method, the study focuses on twenty
moral images across thirteen surahs of the Holy Qur’an through
a systematic examination of imagery related to moral virtues
and vices. The study concludes, through its discovery of a
transpersonal pattern of imagery, that the Holy Qur’an — by
intelligently employing spatial intelligence fourteen centuries
before Gardner — both confirms the basic principles of his
theory and extends it by adding innate, eschatological, and
educational dimensions and by employing sensory tools that
exceed the limitations of modern psychological theories, thereby
offering a transspatial, expanded framework for harnessing
spatial intelligence in human education.
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