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The Id and Superego of the Qur’anic Figures of Zulaykha
and Joseph: A Study Based on Freud’s Psychoanalytic
Theory

The introduction of psychological schools of
thought into the field of literary criticism has
transformed sacred texts into rich sources for the
application of psychological theory, a development
that continues to attract scholarly attention today. In this vein, the
present study draws on Sigmund Freud’s psychoanalytic theory
of the structural model of the mind (id, ego, and superego) and
its defense mechanisms — further elaborated and enriched by
Anna Freud — together with a qualitative content analysis of
the verses of Surah Yusuf and their Shi’i exegeses, in order to
elucidate the fundamental differences in the psychic structure of
the Qur’anic figures of Zulaykha and the Prophet Joseph, and
to examine how effective and ineffective defense mechanisms
function in the management of their inner conflicts. Beyond
deepening our understanding of these Qur’anic figures, the
study thus illustrates the applicability of psychoanalytic theory
to religious texts.

The findings indicate that the dominance of the id in Zulaykha’s
personality gives rise to behaviors reflecting the weakness of her
ego, manifested through immature defense mechanisms such as
acting out, projection, rationalization, and reaction formation.
Prophet Joseph, by contrast, sustained by a powerful superego,
possesses a resilient ego that channels instinctual impulses
toward sublime aims through mature defense mechanisms,
namely repression and sublimation.
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- Sigmund Freud

- Unconscious

- Defense mechanisms
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Ego

- Superego

- Anna Freud

- Instinctual drives

- Secular

QY | 98 oS A (sitse By 9 Bl (118 sl 35818 9 Mg gy



el 03)55 0,5 lsie (,SENS) 9 )l slaoisal L 0T Cygn dS (pleCuas s Ly a ks
Codgdome o=l 3 GaBT L pols Gioasyy Lal 998 yoxie 0L, UlS 35S0y S0 40 Wi
odlatul gl s beidlsy slayBeiluw Fislu sy $ln Gl Olsieds $a09,8 polin 3l 3))s uad
O pae 5Ly )l 9 Susdlie dosy Sl (9 wyld 1,8 eime JolES gl ey 53 4S WS
Slacpas s IS0l Jlod Gua L pole Giomgly diue ool 10,85 03l ) Fchugy
ol 533 OYf5w 4oy graly Su0)d Pdwgy Gpae g L)

Ol lay ol lw 5o ool latslds d o ws,8 s3als) gd ksl Lsoilyz 53 )
55 slate WalS slas glaySg)lo SLssl dy dS 3yls 39-29 Pliwgy O pa o g L) Cavas s
b0 o Gilacd gladwswy Ly dgzlse

2alyS6 slaySo3lw 9 Phwgs Opa o (51,8 Cavaseds 53 dahylS B> Slay S5l sSz .Y

dialé 4 H900 Bloylsd 5 i G511 e 53 1y 095 3, SHS sy I8 Casds 5o
gJ;-.U‘JngA

835538 1 =i Fliugy oy ST lgizme (sl Ly U Sl O 1o pols Ghonsiy
Sleolsin 53 1y Lady 9 Pliwgy Gpao Caand 93 sLaSelld 5 S slaslsdy lsSols)
Oledlgasme sl Ogouat (R 545 yuwldd 3l dadYaul ISl gl S 9Ty Sliwls
Sl 5 93y Sladily Olsisdy (Cpmoler 9 Lol o dy ugb g Ol 9 unb
DLl 53 el oudoslizul Gl iy golie Oleiedy by 5 idone «Silnb pISs G5z
G230kl slaSdlSsanl B 5o Ladibl (iash sladsliws 4 duiss cwsd Hs-taieds
9 S Wygody Cunasds 95 Sly) dlate slsl L5 08,5 e a3 Audad Jgu o S 9 o)
Db 4 dlS Giols 4 LS

By Gdiedig -¥
el Ly 9 Fhugy Opa o Gliald 65 (51,3 slaulsy oigo 53 Guiin Olsllhas
23,509y o=l Gl 3529 L Lol ailodsy 55,eie 23 9 (5L o6 s sladaless 1o
D295 Cwl d-"éb)g Olwls ool glolwas i il bily) Gws Jdod 4o 95y AeS
=l Dbl do powse 99,8 S0l a1 4SS Ly Olsdllas (ol JoeSS 5o ol
Opas Cuasd 5930 Oloylad gy @lm 95 M 9,8 Ul 5 5l e85 glaySoilw 5 903
Slowslds 4y dadye GLogingsy G983 mwyn G—ad doaldl 35 a3 1) Loy 9 Pl wg

A dalgs oylal Lagl L jieagsy ol gsless
"Sladlade 5 4l Lits e Caugy Cpasr Ol ulisdly) doelodn ol Ly gl lie
eliB o)y Joud 3 Silegdge (V41F) 003 5 (HBLes seuile dabld o3 du «om,S 013 53
55 aze Oliwld L wliddlsy slssl s Al Gl .l 03,5 unys |y Giodidn 5 03l55ls L adasly
$0397 33 929,8 Ul 9 1350505 9,508 9 4oy w3 5 NS (S eslie dny inn Lol sl

s 9 o8 Gy sl ojaal (pdmghy = sole dabladey Ty
Y oyl VY 093



sl 00105 )1, 3 855 £ 9090 |y 185 $loySo5lw 9 503 Hlgy Hlsluw

83l i ladlsy po-die polul ;o Fliugy Gosow i3 SlaylSaly Olyie L glalie
Cle dn a5 all Gl B o eyle (VY1) 0,505 9 $olate o) o8 4 « gy glds
Ols3e by ol slatiglds Lal tyls pole Giagiy L Olgie 5o «Sle) glds 58s5Luw» ol
ole Gieagh dSJleys ol w3 slaySaly gl O Lol Bue ¢Sl gl 090 wals
0315 31,8 355 (§yg-mm B |y 49,8 Ul 5 uigaSy) e85 glaySaluw 5 505 Hlsy slislur G
Ol Gl S o Fdun 9 S (Se $35l5)y a5 SO do dlie (o) 45 pod Sl
Csudyge Glodigd Oldl Caw dliwe Gl .l 3-Syate Oliwld yw 30 Phwg G o
8dyole galis 5o S Cdly Gledl Hlg e il .ol 00 b ol iy Lo o
Jodod ol ieaghy 50 Lal s 5505 Blucal 4 Gduuy @l &3liml Lo (o slaylSeilu
Poad e LSis |y ddlie Lol Buis 395 g8 Ul g 059080y e85 glayS3luw

Jilad bl 4o Pld gy O pao 1,8 Oliwls Olaygd Caasd Clisiby Ol L gldlis
(V+YF) Ladl |, o) sdisgs «(Positive psychology) ,SoCiin wlisilyy 5o sice lacul o
el 4l Ol ) 5 Cute $0,509) szl 00 Pldugy Gpao Cpasd Sk slacShs
Aoy G 30 Ly 5 Gpas O B slaylSoilw 5 Loyl d olo iagsy 4S5y
OLLé 1y ooy 99 ol Oslds (o udod Glaelgw 9 9,509 @ 9—b90 33 Siglds (ol 03100
Dlw oo

(Emotional intelligence) ,—lows (igo gladylae J—dod 9wy Olg—ie L glaSlie
2 I8 1 «Oluliilyy 85U Lime 12 02,8 O3 38 Pildugy & pas Sliwld Lol Capasis
Conaid Codio SLaLS39 10 wlidOlsy Calisw $Llas,Sugy 3l oolaiwl Ls s (V+¥0) LLadl
ol 9 6l disunlys 895 Ggolaz LTy ans,d Ul 5 a59a803 syl 5 0y)8 55,6 Pldwgy & pa o
deade Ol |y ol Gioasiy L dlie ool Cislis dliue

035 dllS55 dslllas 1 golym i) ddigi qoms)S OB 5o ble slshs lsie Ly gldabiobly
Wl 00 L33 9395 ALyl olSiils 53 Y+ V0) s Lewd (50T 0B o VY gl ciwgy
Il ol 41513,y gy G039 VY 40Tyl 4y alglSClgy 63,59y Ly daliibly ol
Ll QL 0T 65500 9 Cmalz 53 Dylgo 1500 31 i 31 5l Ly polo i agly Ciglss
L polo Gimoly 0diiSpate 4ol S0 GaSbLS i ddos 1o Lal oudoly Ghonsly 4SS
3 Oliwls Jgb 53 Loy 9 Pliugy O paro glocuan s Jyo8 9 513 Cals) gdad iy
35505y ol Aad (e S g F005wS 5 ;Sdhate Jdod 5 Sl 03,5 Sy GumSS ol
33,5 sy ol Swn S22 30 B glaySsilw 5 055158 5 oLy Jolis U 0950 Cely ,S3US
De-d jlete Gudn Slagiagss 3l OT glasygliws g

0955 Lol 03,9 Pl wgy Goy9—w muy 4y 550Ny 3,505y Ly o piaghy doizyo
Jedos o Lady 8 Pliugy Opao glatuascs 1o (595,38 5 995 lyd) (Sl Hlislu Jolds 4

Yo ) e oSl ki (e Blings 5 by 18 Copased 35318 535



9% 9= ! 0uds wla)_; J._chaJ Oygods 39,8 =l slyBgilw 1o 4SS L ol
95 0l o9y Ve m8 9 590 Bldylsed Gas d gy Wb 50l 03,5 1o L oyls (S ole

sl (Hles ¥
95019y 355095 9 Wesd WigeSyj -3-¥

Sy B L1y 095 Gld 8,5 yuwn —iin 3l pwbiduas (VAFI-IADF) dg,d u39a50)
—eoliaal Go)g—o 3 4 ladlow 31 puy 10,5 3Ll ludl 5 gloaabs ) ,S3ses
Olayd Gl 535380 =9y JLsody by Hlerd Blas,Sug) slatudgime L dgzlss 5 ' (vas
faley il (a9 5 s Gile- 0I5 TpimSekes 3l pladl L dg)8 09 Sy iuas lag)les
SUB 09SOl 23 50 (Sls) OIS 31 il Gy 45 sy Ao o) 40 T 59,0 Bgz
ol d28gs 8,8 08Tog50 o

4 B9y Ol A pisigied 9=350le A5 D9 ST el gy gl w8 IS athe gahads
3,509 o=l S Ol Iy 995 Ol bl ¢ 45881 gdan I3 5 H9wile (a0 U slo s 3L Hloms
Iy diinlas wliilsy Gzl @ VA+Y Jlw 53 dsyd .CealiS 1) esl0lsy du ks gl Siw
a3 ol 35S eayd 99lS ey ST Gamug 9 Ladinuil oL gl rwlio sws 45 by Oty
Olsy Sy3 )3 B! (535S Olygs Bl 28 5 s8> SlaySeiluw 0BTog b (ids s a ST Ly
0 V¥ Il 33 alomil o 53 5Ly Ol [y Capabe s Lz lbilsy Joudos sladily 5.5, oLl oL
3L Olizen Sz S 5 wliddley ;o ol sladiinws! ;56 Jloll 5 CesiSys gad 5o
(P YA 5o ¥ 0 Cand § Caansd)

" Olay Sl Sgyg5 sl -y
Gd, 8 50 AS Cwl ug,8 (6,58 sdnghine HH sladas i ) slate 489 c—olio
d9-d gae Oloy S8l Seys8 slisLaw ool a8 (ol 50 .Sl 00 ;Sogle 35 5l 695 0ls)

- Neuropathology

- Hysterical illnesses
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3- Repression theory
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- Reality principle

- Ego ideal
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- Neurotic disorders

c\m.{;wn»—-

- Psychosis

ot g 0158 3 St slojoel (otmgy— sale aablabyd |y e
Y oyl VY 093



(CLJLqu:QIj) ‘U_.lt.c ggl)_la.& Sl BIyle 4S uSS e lwlis 1y g.)b_b.bl 3 ol g9 dw gy’
0 RlwliddiB 5 prgsle (il s SO L dgzles 31 AS Gl s Qlyhadl g9 0
Lo Layloia 8,8 45 uS 0 9 (5l 9 Sl (5938 Wlyhad) ool H 8T Ol bl 95 50
g 95 ol {(SBs)8) "IIBOIsy Vsl IS e pa B |y 355 Glizy L dmele B bslgd
ol 5 315 ) O 380 Cle pan 55 abls 3,6 45 Coul g aiel 5 pogs s Dy el
OVF 0o VAL g8 (5-dioe boye (90 L dislidl dougs S

doos Lol o5 95 4o (3 (ol GidlS §lm 00,50 dzlse Olhol L dg s 45 elSin
i M i 5 05Tag b slaylil o Ly e HLS O L a0lalT Sys ot Ly 1a S0
Lo 01 o8 Ly 45wt (alaghs) =183 layBs3lu x5l 9 183 glayBsjlu
Nl Laaild ol Wl ol aiS e Clablone Qlyhadl ol 50 395 51 Csly 09,5 Gl
395 Joddilw gladulzd G o Cowdlgi e dS |y Sley 85,0 1) Wb islddly)y d—i)
D50 Il L Jlsd uolhn o 595l So S elSin a S e Jsde 055 40 9
VY o YVY (Jle) uS e dg9deme Odids |y 395 6B CiyaB g LsHjigéUale

4 T e85 uas ¢S 0lsy Olsis Lo a5 551 53 @ VASF Jlw 53 5L sl @l a9y
(SIS HB93l diizr (895 s Tutsl 53 85 .(OV (o ¥+ VA g,3) Cslop < sl Bo5lw (’9—6-“
Cals O oS L degaomayy |y 7508 gloySa3law 3 Golwo § 9,5 55,8 (065w 659
" $930um3ls "l " miloule diglaiaSly Jeld 35S gy 55 d9,8 4 Lol slaySelu
NI Y PP RNEE L C AT R C

H035uS 5 3 9,8 Ul (iisd awgs (o5 slaySsilu gdime) 35 49,8 (g s
I SQ Olg—iedy 45 e85 GlaylSailw 9 3950 pls Ly Gl QLS 55 ugys LT as
9 = b sl ols s 1y b ©gzlez 0l 9B 4islid oygo ol 55 HUT 0 518,56
Sy y3005uS 5 lled (o2slaz 80, eSS 1y Gyd 8uns iy (18 Loy Seilw ()
SooS LayBSgilaw 33l ;3385 G 4o LBl d9,8 LT 0,509, 0391 o0l s8> slaylidy Sys

- Objective or realistic anxiety
- Morel anxiety

- Neurotic anxiety

- Defensive neuropsychology
- Reaction formation

- Displacement

- Fixation

- Regression
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- Projection
10- Introjection
11- Sublimation

12- Ego and defense mechanisms
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