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The Coherent Network of Themes Underlying the Moral
Propositions in Surah Lugman

One of the objections raised concerning the
moral propositions found in the verses of the
Holy Qur’an concerns their apparent disorder
and dispersion across disparate discussions, such
that no coherent model can readily be drawn from them for
the design of a moral system. This issue has been raised with
particular force in relation to Surah Lugman, which is replete
with ethical teachings, and exegetes have accordingly sought,
each from his own perspective, to propose a model for the moral
discussions contained in this surah. Using thematic analysis
— an interdisciplinary, text-based research method — this
study seeks to collect and catalogue the moral propositions of
Surah Lugman as documented in various exegetical works, and
ultimately to uncover their basic and organizing themes.

The findings show that, of the 34 verses of Surah Lugman, 175
moral propositions were extracted, which, after classification,
yield 108 citable basic themes. In subsequent stages of the
thematic analysis, these basic themes were classified — along
individual and social dimensions — under the four pillars of
any moral system: principles and foundations, prerequisites,
requirements, and obstacles, thereby forming a model of the
individual and social moral system grounded in Surah Lugman.
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