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The Rational and Moral Dialogue Model in Imam Reza’s
Debates and Its Application in Intercultural Education
and Interreligious Interaction in the Contemporary World

In the contemporary era, where intercultural interactions
dialogue have become more
essential than ever, re-examining the intellectual and
methodological heritage of Imam Reza (AS) offers an
efficient model for fostering rational and ethical communication across
cultures. Utilizing a qualitative content analysis method based on the
framework of Gall et al. (1994) and relying on authoritative Hadith
and historical sources, this research investigates the components of
the dialogue model found in Imam Reza’s (AS) debates. Following
open coding and organization, the data were categorized into five main
axes: 1) Principles of Dialogue Ethics, including intellectual humility,
freedom of thought, establishing common ground, and goal-oriented
guidance; 2) Rational Methods of Argumentation, involving rational
reasoning, deductive logic, the rational defense of doctrinal foundations,
and providing precise, reasoned responses; 3) Interfaith Dialogue
Skills, such as establishing a shared framework, acknowledging the
interlocutor’s sources, and emphasizing commonalities; 4) Effective
Communication Strategies, focusing on the purposeful management
of discussion, strategic questioning, precise conceptual definitions,
and ensuring psychological security; and 5) Educational and Strategic
Goals, which include establishing intellectual independence, avoiding
destructive polemics, and providing a model for constructive global
interaction. The findings indicate that this framework serves as a
practical model for scientific, educational, and intercultural discourse
in the modern world.
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