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Examining the Nature of the Rule of Magic from the
Perspective of Abrahamic Religions (A Comparative
Study of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam)

While the concepts of magic and sorcery are familiar
in religious discourse, a deeper understanding of
their nature, meaning, and the rationale for their
prohibition within Abrahamic faiths—particularly
Islam, Judaism, and Christianity—remains of great importance.
Magic constitutes a significant theological issue, with its gravity
emphasized in the Holy Qur’an as well as the Old and New
Testaments. Accordingly, this study aims to conduct a comparative
examination of the nature of magic from the perspectives of
these three Abrahamic traditions. The primary research question
addresses the nature of magic as defined by the Qur’an and the
Biblical scriptures. The central hypothesis asserts that magic is
fundamentally condemned in Islam, Judaism, and Christianity.
Employing a descriptive-analytical methodology and documentary
library research, the study analyzes the relevant scriptural texts. The
findings indicate that the Holy Qur’an delineates two types of magic:
one that is illusory and lacks real existence, and another that is real
and produces tangible effects. Similarly, Judaism rejects sorcery;
however, historical distortions of the Torah led to changes in beliefs
concerning magic, which subsequently became intertwined with
Kabbalistic mysticism. From the Christian perspective, the Gospels
present the high priesthood granted to Jesus (peace be upon him) as
the true source of eternal salvation, standing in distinct contrast to
the practices of sorcery.

The results of the study reveal that:

1. The practice of magic is strictly prohibited due to its association
with malevolence and harm.

2. The prohibition of magic is absolute in both the Qur’an and the
Scriptures, extending even to cases involving the neutralization of
magical acts.

3. The intentions and purposes behind learning and practicing
magic hold significant weight in the analysis of religious texts.

4. In various traditions, magical practices have historically become
intertwined with religious rituals.
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