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A Comparative Study of the Foundations of Social
Education in the Quran and the Gospel (Based on Social
Capital Theory)

Social education is of fundamental importance
as a basis for the formation and dynamism
Abstract  of human societies, making the manner of its
conceptualization across different religions
a worthy subject of investigation. This study employs an
analytical-comparative methodology to examine the foundations
of social education in the Quran and the Gospel, utilizing the
framework of social capital theory. With its three primary
indicators—bonding, bridging, and linking social capital—
this theory provides a suitable framework for analyzing
social relationships and their role in societal development and
cohesion. In the realm of bonding social capital (intra-group
ties), the Quran emphasizes an education rooted in respect,
responsibility, and order within the family, alongside broader
social participation and societal reform. The Gospel, in contrast,
focuses on an education grounded in love, self-sacrifice, and
the expansion of the scope of social relationships. Regarding
bridging social capital (inter-group ties), the Quran advocates
for an education based on logic, reason, the preservation
of rights, and justice. Conversely, the Gospel centers on an
education characterized by forgiveness, forbearance, tolerance,
and love for one’s fellow human beings. In the context of linking
social capital (connections to institutions), the Quran promotes
education for active and responsible participation in society
and the strengthening of Islamic societal institutions (e.g., the
family, religious bodies). The Gospel, however, concentrates
on education for obedience to governing authorities and service
to all members of society, irrespective of their faith or beliefs.
Ultimately, the Quran presents a model of social education that
stresses a balance between rights and duties, social justice and
order, and active civic participation. In contrast, the Gospel
recommends a model predicated on love, altruism, forgiveness,
and unconditional service to others.
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