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The Correlation Between Prophetic Teaching Methods
and the Cognitive Development of Nations in the Qur’an

An analysis of the Qur’an reveals significant variations
in the content and pedagogical methods employed
Abstract by prophets throughout different historical epochs.
Prophets Abraham (AS), Moses (AS), and Muhammad
(PBUH) serve as prominent Qur’anic exemplars whose educational
approaches were uniquely tailored to the developmental stage of
their respective audiences. Drawing inspiration from contemporary
developmental psychology, which emphasizes the necessity of aligning
religious instruction with the learner’s perceptual capacity at different
ages, this study poses a critical question: Does a similar correlation
exist between the teaching methods of the prophets and the cognitive-
receptive levels of their communities? And did specific methods prove
more effective during particular historical periods due to the prevailing
cognitive capacity of humanity? This research employs a descriptive-
analytical methodology, conducting a content analysis of Qur’anic
verses with reference to major exegetical works (tafsir). The objective
is to establish a meaningful correlation between the cognitive levels of
different nations and the pedagogical strategies of their prophets. The
findings indicate that three distinct epistemological-developmental
periods can be identified in the Qur’an. (1) The Foundational Period:
The content of religious teaching focuses on God’s Creatorship
(Khaligiyyah) and absolute submission to the one God, primarily
employing the method of argumentation and debate (mujadalah).
(2) The Consolidation Period: The call to monotheism (tawhid) is
reinforced through admonition and exhortation (maw‘izah), which
incorporates religious commands and prohibitions, while argumentation
remains a secondary method. (3) The Intellectual Period: The focus
of instruction shifts to God’s Lordship and Sustenance (Rubiibiyyah),
emphasizing the use of rational argumentation and demonstrative
reasoning (istidlal). The study concludes by demonstrating, firstly, a
direct relationship between the religious maturation of nations and
the evolution of prophetic teaching methods and, secondly, a gradual,
parallel evolution of both religious epistemology and the pedagogical
strategies used to convey it.
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