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The Educational Functions of Public Supervision
from the Perspective of Nahj al-Balagha

This research aims to examine the educational
functions of public supervision (enjoining good
and forbidding wrong) from the perspective of Nahj
al-Balagha. The present study seeks to answer the
following questions: 1- What is the insight of Nahj al-Balagha
regarding public supervision? 2- What are the educational
functions of public supervision? 3- What are the obstacles to the
successful implementation of public supervision? The research
method is based on the analysis of classified data from Nahj
al-Balagha. In this process, the commentaries found in the
interpretations of Nahj al-Balagha determine the orientation
of the analyses. The results of the research indicate that public
supervision in Nahj al-Balagha goes beyond an individual duty
and is a continuous jihad and a heartfelt action rooted in faith
and ethics. The educational functions of public supervision are
divided into two general categories: material and spiritual. In the
material domain, this duty helps to prevent crime, improve living
conditions, and enhance security and peace. On the spiritual
level, it strengthens faith, educates the self, and fosters individual
character development. Additionally, public supervision plays a
significant role in promoting collective welfare and reinforcing
social justice. However, the successful implementation of public
supervision faces challenges such as lack of awareness, incorrect
methods, resistance from the audience, economic problems, and
inefficiency of social structures. To address these obstacles,
suggestions such as promoting a culture of acceptance of
criticism, teaching communication skills, strengthening support
structures, and intersectoral cooperation have been presented.
Ultimately, this research shows that public supervision is a
powerful tool for societal reform and improving individuals’
quality of life. By accurately understanding the functions and
obstacles to the implementation of this duty, we can move
towards creating a healthier and more dynamic society.
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