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A Critical Analytical Re-reading of Verse 84 of Surah
Yusuf Based on a Pedagogical Approach Grounded in
Lexical and Contextual Analysis

The well-known interpretive-semantic
understanding of certain words or phrases in the
Abstract  (Quran has sometimes led to a disregard for their
proper place within the specific purpose they serve
in their unique context, as evidenced in some interpretations.
This issue results in a lack of necessary scrutiny for a correct
understanding and practical interpretation of the verse. This
article, considering this important point, employs a descriptive-
analytical method to reflect on the interpretation of verse 84 of
Surah Yusuf in the Quran. It clarifies its critical approach by
focusing on the key words and phrases of the verse, as well as
considering the context and the Quran’s interpretation of itself
(Tafsir bil Quran). The outcome of this critical and inquisitive
analysis, achieved by dividing the verse into four central
phrases, "Wa Qala ya Asafa ‘ala Yusufa,""Wa Tawalla ‘anhum,"
"Wa Ibyaddat ‘Aynahu min al-Huzni," "Fahuwa Kazim,"
and focusing on the words "Asaf," "Tawalla," and "Kazim"
along with considering the meanings of the preceding and
succeeding verses, yields a conceptualization and explanation
that differs from common interpretations. In this explanation,
the aforementioned words, especially, Kazim, indicate Jacob’s
expression of anger and sorrow. The verse, within its context,
describes a two-sided encounter from him; on the one hand,
it is noteworthy and applicable regarding the pedagogical
pronouncements and ethical effects on his errant sons for their
return from wrongdoing, and on the other hand, it depicts the
physical effects, such as blindness resulting from intense grief
and the impact of a child’s behavior on his father.
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