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The Pedagogical and Proximity-Based Character of
Fudayl ibn Iyad and the Credibility of His Narrations in
Sunni and Shia Sources

Fudayl ibn lyad, as a distinguished figure in Islamic
history, stands out as a unique model in Islamic
thought due to his exceptional combination of
scholarly authority in hadith criticism, ethical
instruction, and efforts toward sectarian rapprochement. This
study focuses on his character and examines his role in moral
education, his credibility as a narrator in Sunni and Shia sources,
and his influence on the approximation of Islamic sects. Given the
contemporary challenges of moral crises, sectarian conflicts, and
the urgent need for strengthening Islamic unity, a reexamination
of figures such as Fudayl can serve as an inspiration for fostering
ethical development and inter-sectarian harmony.

This research is structured around key questions concerning the
extent to which Fudayl’s ethical teachings are reflected in Islamic
tradition, his status in hadith and biographical sources, and his
contribution to fostering Muslim unity. Employing a descriptive-
analytical methodology, the study first investigates Fudayl’s
reliability as a narrator, then collects and categorizes his transmitted
hadiths from authoritative Sunni and Shia sources, analyzing
their frequency in each tradition. Additionally, the study explores
selected ethical and unifying traditions in light of classical hadith
commentaries.

The findings reveal that Fudayl’s teachings, closely aligned
with those of Imam Ja‘far al-Sadiq (AS), emphasize core ethical
principles such as ghibtah (aspirational envy) as a catalyst for
personal growth while warning against hasad (destructive envy),
reliance on divine providence (tawakkul), and compassion toward
others. His substantial presence in authoritative Sunni and Shia
sources underscores his significance as both a moral educator
and a unifying figure. Furthermore, his teachings and actions—
particularly his emphasis on empathy and social justice—offer
a valuable framework for mitigating sectarian divisions and
reinforcing Muslim solidarity.
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