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Characteristics and educational effects of sedition and
hypocrisy from the perspective of Nahj al-Balagha

Sedition (fitnah) and hypocrisy (nifaq) are
among the most frequently mentioned concepts
Abstract i the teachings of Islam, particularly in Nahj al-
Balaghah (Peak of Eloquence). This prominence
can be attributed, on one hand, to the circumstances prevailing
during the time of Imam Ali (AS) and, on the other hand, to the
intrinsic connection between sedition and hypocrisy, as well as
their intersection in numerous instances. This association is so
significant that approximately ten Quranic verses and several
passages in Nahj al-Balaghah (Peak of Eloquence) are dedicated
to it. Moreover, in Nahj al-Balaghah (Peak of Eloquence), the
term fitnah and its derivatives are mentioned seventy-six times,
while the term nifaq is frequently referenced. Therefore, this
research, conducted using an analytical-descriptive method
and relying on library resources, aims to explore the teachings
of Imam Ali (AS) regarding sedition and hypocrisy, with the
ultimate goal of applying these insights. The study focuses
on the characteristics and educational impacts of sedition and
hypocrisy in Nahj al-Balaghah (Peak of Eloquence). Among the
findings of this research are the identification of the traits of
seditionists and hypocrites, the connection between the two, and
the detrimental and lasting effects they produce, such as a return
to ignorance (jahiliyyah), the darkening of societal atmosphere,
falling into doubts, the isolation of believers, the affliction of the
virtuous, and the deviation of hearts.
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