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The role of unfavorable parenting in children’s narcissism
with an attitude towards Islamic teachings
(with emphasis on affection and control index)

Pathological narcissism represents a personality
disorder characterized by traits such as self-
arrogance, lack of empathy, entitlement, fragile
self-esteem, a constant need for admiration
and approval, and a tendency to exploit others. In the realm
of psychological research, one of the identified causes of
this disorder is the adverse parenting practices and incorrect
parenting styles employed by parents. Given the distinctive
perspective of Islam regarding the pivotal role of parents in
nurturing their children and shaping their balanced and positive
personalities, this research conducts a comparative analysis of
how parenting styles impact the development of narcissistic
tendencies in children. By drawing insights from both
psychology and Islamic Quranic and Hadith foundations, this
study employs a qualitative content analysis methodology to
address the question: How does detrimental parenting contribute
to the emergence of narcissism in children? The research
findings underscore a reciprocal relationship between parental
upbringing styles and the subsequent personality development
of their children. Within the context of narcissistic disorders, the
absence of proper parenting stands out as a crucial factor. This
deficiency, particularly in the domains of affection and control,
becomes more pronounced when parents excessively indulge
their children and plays a significant role in the development of
narcissism in the offspring.
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