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A Study of the Principles of Political Education in Tafsir
Al-Manar

Tafsir al-Manar, organized by Muhammad Abduh
and his student Rashid Riza, stands as one of the
most renowned contemporary commentaries,
recognized for its emphasis on educational
aspects. Commentators often carry their own set of underlying
assumptions and intellectual frameworks, which manifest in
their interpretations. These foundational principles vary widely,
but they can be broadly categorized into principles related to
social education and those concerning political education. The
fundamentals of political education pertain to the presuppositions,
beliefs, and perspectives that equip individuals for effective
governance within society. Considering Muhammad Abduh’s
active involvement in politics and the historical context in
which he lived, his interpretations are imbued with significant
political insights that remain relevant today. Within Al-Manar’s
interpretation, numerous principles of political education
come to the fore. Among these principles within Muhammad
Abduh’s political education, as evidenced in Al-Manar, are the
prioritization of religious reforms over political reforms, the
purpose-driven nature of Islamic education, the recognition of
human equality, and more. These principles continue to hold
relevance in contemporary times.
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