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Constructive and Destructive Criticisms and Their
Role in Social Education from the Point of View of
Nahj al-Balaghah; Grounds, Functions and Damages

Narratives of Nahj al-Balaghah have been issued
in various social and political situations providing
Abstract 5 with useful educational information. One of
the issues discussed in Nahj al-Balaghah is the
issue of criticism. In this sense various criticisms can be divided
into two general categories: constructive/positive criticism
and destructive/negative criticism. Based on the descriptive-
analytical method, these criticisms have some special grounds
to appear in society and their importance in social education
cannot be denied. The most important areas of constructive
criticisms according to Imam Ali (PBUH) in Nahj al-Balaghah
are: becoming informed about weaknesses and corruption, acuity
and comprehensiveness, thinking without prejudice, avoiding
thoughtless emotions, and choosing social interests over
individual and political interests; some grounds for destructive
criticism include power-seeking and political competition,
malignity, bias, crudeness, credulity, poisonous and crisis-ridden
atmospheres, and avarice and narrow-mindedness. Additionally,
constructive criticisms have the educational function of
correcting weaknesses and distortions and bringing societies
to intellectual and cultural maturity, creating some grounds for
maximizing economic and social resources, strengthening social
resources and empathy between rulers and people, and reducing
flattery. Moreover, the most important educational damages of
destructive criticisms are: loss of opportunities and destruction
of individual and social capitals, prevention of the growth
and prosperity of society, social crisis and the impossibility
of distinguishing right from wrong, and disruption of social
relations and weakening of brotherhood.
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« Baron, R. A., “Negative effects of destructive criticism: Impact on conflict, self-efficacy, and task

performance”. Journal of Applied Psychology, 1988, 73(2), pp 199-207.
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