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An educational investigation of different types of
visual schemas in Nahj al-Balaghah

This study aims at analyzing the sermons of
Imam Ali in Nahjolbalageh. In this sense, this
study considers the frequency of schemas in
the mentioned book. The visual schemas used
in the selected sermons were extracted and then descriptively
examined from a religious and linguistic perspective.
The results show that there are all kinds of image schemas
(container- path- force) and there are also some sentences which
show they have two kinds of schemas. Moreover, the results
show that, between the image schemas, the path schemas have
the most frequent ratio in the sermons, which from an educational
perspective is a kind of emphasis on the path of life, transience
and it is mortal, starting from a point and ending somewhere.
Container schemas have the most frequent ratio after path
schemas. This in terms of education indicates the existential
capacity of human beings, in which force and motion are present
in the volumetric schema. Eventually, the force schemas and the
schemas which are related to two groups have the least frequent
in the table of frequency. This, in terms of education, can
indicate the limited power of man and his inability to face the
eternal divine power. Most of the considered sermons showed
by his power and his loneliness tries to guide his people with his
senders like (Imams and prophets).
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